Mindscapes:

In the company of others

Translation of inscriptions & audios
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The purpose of the booklet

The exhibition contains six languages -
Hindi, Urdu, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu and
Malayalam which have been translated

into English. This booklet provides access

to the translations of text or inscriptions
which are part of selected works in the
Mindscapes exhibition. The booklet also
includes the English transcripts of audio
tracks which form part of the artworks
Us. and Nanna Langa.

How to use it?

* If you are in the Infosys foundation
gallery, you can pick up the booklet
next to James, Varkey, Elsamma,
etc. This is the first artwork in the
exhibition.

*  Match the diagram with the artwork
sequence to read the translations in
English or Kannada.

* If you are standing next to the
headphones playing the oppari, use
the booklet to access the English
transcript.

* If you are on the terrace, use the
English transcript to understand the
audio in Nanna Langa.

Content warning

The exhibition touches upon topics

of grief, trauma, shame, physical and
emotional violence, and references
mental health conditions. MAP aims to
be a safe space for everyone, and we

would like to know about your experience

while navigating this exhibition. If you
would like to share feedback please
contact us at visible@map-india.org.
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« James, Varkey, Elsamma, etc
Indu Antony
2023
Wet plate collodion on glass, ink on paper, and wood
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James came into my life first. He sat
there with his three legs and figured
out a way to balance himself. When |
saw a broken tea-poy nearby, having
an interesting leg, | decided to have
this leg fixed onto James. It seems
like he liked this new look. He felt like
the rock who will stay.

When | look at you | feel the other
ones saying, “You started this.”

| saw you at the back of a room.

| wonder who treated you like this.
He never liked me also.

| wonder what comes over them to
treat us like this.

We bonded over this.

Remember?

| have to wear white to meditate.
You provided me with the support

| needed.

This ashram felt better than the
last one.

| am glad | took you to the next one.

Palani knows me well. He called me
immediately when he heard there

was a fight in that government office.

He said, “Five people injured after
beating each other with chairs. Do
you want the chairs?”

These became them.

Protest person no. 1

You are made for a profession where
someone had to get up multiple
times.

A railway track flag holder?

A human hourly timer?

A door greeter?

Elsamma

How | enjoy being with you.
You always glowed.

Glowed through the pain.
Always smiling at me with your
broken tooth.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

The day you came home something 7.

shifted at home.
| am sure a few drops of blood have
fallen on you.

Protest person no. 4 8.

Did they use you to block the door
before the right police came? Did
they kick you out of their way? Did
someone use you as a defence?

| stopped Stephen while he was 0.

cycling near Ulsoor with you both.
He said he collected shipping
discards and made you both.

He asked me to pick you both be-
cause he had two children and that |
would have two.

| think you witnessed that bad fight 10.

| had with him.

He claimed to know more.

He was just emotionally insecure.
| know you stood your ground.

You seemed to be made for 1.

someone specific.

Someone with glasses

Someone who smokes gold flakes
Someone who had a steel lunch box
Someone who had a blue fighter fish
Someone who hated television.

Remember that day when 12.

| wore a saree

and was singing and dancing
around you.

| thought | met my person.

You saw joy in me after a long time.
| won't forget that day.

Did you see when | laughed out loud? 13.

Amma spoke about James’ uncle’s
ladys finger

| almost had tears in my eyes with
the laughing.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

| named you Rosamma after your
origin. | had big plans for you.

| kept you outside the door because
you seemed to want to tell stories
before you let me in. | never got
around to stitching you. | should.

Growing up | used to have three bin-
dis

on my forehead.

As | grew older they all merged to
become one large dot.

You remind me of this.

My friend loves you.

She believes you are made for her.
| had to let you go.

| am happy you are close by.

| can visit you often.

Why didn’t the previous owners take

you with them?

Why did they leave you behind?
You fitted well into my family.

| am happy you are with me.

Andy loved you the moment you
came home.

He made you his home. He felt safe.
| don't think he likes others sitting
on you.

You were filled with ants when

| found you.

Protest person no. 2

| can close my eyes and hear a lot
of “Ayee, Ayee” screaming while
you were being tossed around.

| am sorry you had to endure this
violence.

| found the right person to help me
with vaginal steaming.

| had to try this. We were in

this together.

Jumping into the unknown.

We spoke a lot about what

we felt afterwards.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

You were so hard to be documented.
You didn’t want me to do so.

You scratched my plate after.

You let out a flash like a groan.

You made me believe more.

Varkey

My plants took to you so well.
They entwine themselves on you.
You provide all the support. Thank
you.

We all carry scars. | saw many on you.

Would you want to share them

with me.

Do you think that when | sit on you |
can share your pain?

| remember taking you from a pile

of rejects.

| feel like | was rescuing you. But did |
remove you from your friends?

| am sorry if | did so.

| should spend more time with you.

Appa brought you home.

| hated you.

| asked him multiple times not to get
you home.

| didn’t believe you, | still don't.

| am sorry.

| am sorry | broke a part of you. |
am sorry | used you for a lap dance.
| think you broke to tell me he was
broken.

Protest person no. 3

Seems like something pierced you.

| have always wondered what it felt
like to be pierced by an object.

| would prefer a good sharp sphere.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Cane weaving is very 28.

expensive these days.

“Why do you want to repair this?”
He asked.

| sighed and said,

“I will bring her back when

we are ready.”

Lloyd gave you to me. He wanted to 29.

add you to the family.

| wondered what your initials were.
Somebody had carved ‘'M.H.K’ on you.
Did you belong to three friends? Ma-
ria, Hamsini, and Kavita?

| remember when | started giving 30.

some of you to live with others.

You went to this painter.

She adored you. You have paint
marks on you.

You seemed to have found your per-
son.

You somehow went into the other 31.
room.

| wonder if you observed all who

stayed there.

| am sure you have stories to tell.

Can you share?

| knew you would hold 32.

my beautiful monster-

Monstera Deliciosa.

You went back to being a tree. A tree
that supported

various other plants. A full circle,
maybe.

| enjoyed watching this relationship
grow.

Someone asked me why | had so 33.

many cane ones.
Something about weaving.
| weave.

We weave stories,
memories,

lives,

together.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

| kept thinking why you were
painted green.

The paint was peeling off.

| wanted to remove the layers of
paint and hug you.

| needed the scooter papers.

You made me wait in the corridor. |
came and spoke to you multiple
times.

You demanded more money.

| complained about corruption to you.

You seemed like a lap chair.

| never understood this.

Why would people sit on laps.

It disturbed me.

It feels like your hand was removed to
accommodate this.

| believe left brained
individuals lean physically
more to the left.

Do you think someone
from such beliefs sat on you?

34.

35.

36.

37.
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@ Thanni illame eppadi raktham
kaluvuthu?
(Without water how will | wash the blood
off?)
Indu Antony
2023
Photolithography on glazed ceramics
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10.

.

12.

13.

14.

15.

If you give money to the water-
tanker driver, he will give water.

This is a scar from when | fell down
while trying to get in line to get
water.

Thirty of us women, together,
we blocked the road.

| have pimples on my face.

Now one pot is three rupees... before
it was five rupees for two.

The next house got two extra pots
today.

Today there is no food at home.

Without water how will | wipe this
blood...

My back broke carrying these ten
pots.

The next house got two extra pots
today.

Life without water is filled with filth

Without washing the uniform, how
will | send her to school?

| have an infection there.

There is no sambar today.

Can we make biryani tomorrow?
The tanker will come, right?
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14.

15.
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16

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

| have to bathe secretly.

My mind is not free.

| have to wipe vegetables with a
damp cloth.

| didn't go to the wedding because |
did not have a bath.

| can’t even talk about how it is
during my period.

Today the water was brown in co-
lour.

| have no more hair left to fall.

Water has been an issue here for
the last thirty years.

| have not bathed in 8 days.

First he has a bath.

How will | get through this summer?

See how much power the valve-man
has.

My pot broke during the fight
yesterday.

On ‘water day’ | get ready like | am
going to war.

There is no school today.
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« Us.
Indu Antony
2023

Clay, iron oxide, sound, 27 minutes
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| spoke. You?

Mother did not give me food.

Do not keep a machete at home.

| was cut into pieces. You?

| was pregnant.
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6. | did not commit suicide. Who?

7. She pushed me.

8. | did not know the building
would fall.

0. | was scared of fire.

10. Hedid this.
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Translation of tlie Oppari accompanying
the artwork Us.

Location: Infosys Foundation Gallery

Did you fall off a building, dear? Did no one come to save you? You became an orphan
like this and yet no one came to save you. Did your mother-in-law torture you? Did they
raise you up to die for nothing?

Why did you hang yourself, my dear? Does God even have eyes to see this? Is this
even an age for you to die? Look at the state they have left you in. We are not able to
see you in this state. We are all old but you are too young to die, my dear. Why did your
mother-in-law have to torture you so much? Why has she hit you like this? Does God
even have eyes or does he not? Why did the one who tied the wedding knot be silent?
Why didn’t he question his mother? He didn't even ask his mom, about why she has
beaten his wife like this?

Oh God, you are so young, you left when you had so much life ahead of you. Why
did you have to hang yourself? We are all old but you had your whole life ahead of you.
Does God even have eyes? Does God not even come to accompany you?

What do | think about and cry for you, my dear. You brother’s wife, what a heartless
traitor she has to be to push you off a building when you were pregnant. Oh my dear,
what pain that unborn child must have suffered, oh god, dear god! It doesn’t matter
how many temples | go to, this pain will always leave me unfulfilled, within me.

We came to cry about the troubles in our own houses, but is this what we have to cry
about now? The man you married was not right, he didn’t question his mother about
why she locked you up. What sort of a mother-in-law was she to do such things? You
would
do everything for those who came to you but he locked you up in a room like this.

The one who married you, that cunning murderous sinner, didnt even ask his mother
to stop this torture? What punishment will God give him?

Why did you do something like this, my dear? Why did you light yourself on fire? You
should have lived your life well and proved him wrong, my child. You should have lived a
prosperous life in front of them all. | saw you like my little girl child, today | am not able
to see my girl child in this state. How did you bear the pain of burning, my dear? Why
did you do something like this, my dear? You should have lived your life well and proven
them wrong, my child. We have all lived our life to the fullest, you should have lived
your life too, my dear.

Oh God, do you even have eyes to see this child who had her whole life lie down here
like a lifeless object? How much did you suffer in that fire? How much did you suffer?
You have fallen from such a tall building? What happened to you, my dear? Why did



you have to fall from such a tall building? Why weren’t you able to hold on to this life
a little longer? What did you think before jumping off a building? Only God knows how
you jumped out of that building without fear, my child! How much did you suffer, my
child, for you to jump out of a building that high!

He has stabbed you with a knife. He has stabbed my child with a knife! How did he
get such a cruel heart to do this? How did his conscience let him stab you with a knife?
You have left us all and went. How did his conscience let him stab you with a knife?

You hung yourself to death? Why did such a fate come upon you? You could have lived
your life and shown them right? Like us, you could have also lived your life and shown
them. We struggled all our lives and lived it to prove them all wrong! You could have
also lived a life like that right?

Why did you choose such a fate? Why did you hang yourself and die? You didn’t have
parents to console you? You didn’t have anyone left? You didn’t have brothers and
sisters too? You could have gone to them and told them your troubles. Why did you
hang yourself and die?

Did you get into an accident? He died and so did you. How much did that child suffer?
How much did that child suffer? The mother that carried that child for 9 months, how
much did she suffer? How much did you suffer? How did the vehicle have the heart to
run you over?

Did your mother-in-law torture you? Did you fall out of a building? Will a sister in law
ever push a pregnant daughter-in-law from a building? How much did that child in the
womb suffer! Oh God! How did God let this happen to you? It doesn’t matter if we die,
but why did you have to go? How much did you love that child? What dreams did you
carry about that unborn child? How much happiness you must have had! How did she
get the heart to do such a thing? God will punish her for this, she pushed you out of a
building and God will punish her. She pushed a pregnant woman off a building, God will
punish her!

Your mother-in-law locked you up in a room. What heartless mother-in-law would do
such a thing? Didn't that sinner who married you not feel any pity or remorse for you?
He couldn’t even ask his mother what crime my wife has done to be locked up? Just for
a meal you have beaten her like this and killed her. Even if we cry the whole day, this
emptiness won't be filled. What curse is on me that | have to witness such atrocities?

Even one of my daughters died like this in a fire. She has been dead for 30 years
leaving behind 2 children. | think of her everyday and burn like fire! Why did such a
thing have to happen to you?

He has stabbed you with my knife. He has stabbed my child with a knife! You should
have stabbed him back, why didn’t you? Did no one come to save you? Was there not a
soul to save you at that time? What torture is this for us to witness all of this? Even one
of my daughters died like this in a fire. | wasn’t even able to ask why she died like that
in the hospital. I've been crying for over 35 years now! She left 2 children behind and
died! She shouldn’t have had to die in a fire!

| studied so hard, got married to a drunkard at the age of 15 and still struggled and



lived my life and proved everyone wrong. Why couldn’t you have done that, my child?
You could have lived till you were old, but now you are leaving so young with all the
flowers still in your head? It would have been better if we had gone.

Why did you have to jump off a building like that, my dear? Why did you fall? Did Yama,
the God of death, push you? Was there no one to accompany you? Was there no one

to save you? You fell off such a high building and died in an instant. Why did you jump
off such a height? Is this an age to even die? Why are you leaving so young with all the
flowers still in your head? You should have lived and proven them all wrong! How much
will your parents’ stomach burn with this sadness? This is the biggest atrocity of them
all! Our stomachs burn with such sadness, how much more will your parents’ stomachs
burn? They bore you for 10 months, and let you go from their home, how much sadness
and distress they must feel?

Didn't God punish him for beating you with a stick? What wrong did you do for him
to beat you with a log of wood? How did he get a heart to beat you with a log of wood?
How much pain you must have suffered through? How much you must have screamed?
You suffered so much, you must have yelled so much. What sort of gifts did God send
you with? How much will your parents’ stomach burn with this sadness? Our stomachs
burn with such sadness, how much more will your parents’ stomachs burn?

You would have been raised with so much love, why did you have to go through such
a punishment? Even God didn’t stay by you? Doesn’t God have any eyes? | am not able
to see you in this state, my child! How much will your mother’s stomach burn with this
sadness, the same stomach that bore you for 10 months. How lovingly they must have
educated you, raised you? We are all old and it doesn’t matter if we die. Why did you, at
this young age, have to die?

Look at the torture that your mother-in-law has given you? Even a beggar gets food
but for the same, you have to endure all this suffering. She locked you up in a room,
my child. She could have at least complained to your parents. That guy who tied the
marriage knot didn’t stop his mother? How much will your parents’ stomach burn with
this sadness?

How much suffering and hardship your parents must have endured to bring you up?
You could have at least told your mother about your problems? What sort of sister-
in-law would push you off a building? Won't she also suffer your fate too? How many
dreams and happiness you should have had with this child in your womb? Look at how
big your stomach is. How much pain you must have endured?

We suffered at the hands of our mother-in-laws, they married me off when | was 15,
when | was just a child. My parents asked me to leave him and come but | refused, |
stayed with him till death. There was no use for my suffering that | endured marrying a
drunkard like my husband.
| came to this town in ‘62, when | was a small girl. | wasn’t even a big girl when | got
married, my mother-in-law would hit me and kick me, not even feed me. | would eat raw
onions and water for my hunger.

“You are the angel from the south, why did you have to come down to the street?”



The one who stood as a witness in the streets is swept away, like a coconut tree falling
on my shoulders in front of my eyes.

You wouldn’t even bear the dust falling on you, how did you endure so much pain that
befell on you.

| am a sinner who suffered from a young age, | suffered so much for you with that
drunkard.

“How much did | suffer in the hands of that sinner, that drunkard?” | suffered so much
when | was just a little girl. | came to this town in 62. Even the daughter | gave birth
to didn’t let me in. My husband left me and so did my children leaving me without aid.
Now they have built a house and are asking me for money, where do | go for money? |
had hoped that my children will look after me even after my husband was gone. They
all left me, these sinners!

In the land | was born | don’t have anything to call mine, | have no joy to call mine.

What all torture did that son of a sinner give me? Even after giving birth to 4 children
he chased me around so much. | have 5 daughters and 2 sons. | brought my girl children
to Bangalore to save them from mockery. Just because they are girls they might do
something to them which is why | didn’t even go to my mother’s house. | said | will die
with him, if | have to but not go away. My daughter stood like a 30 foot neem tree, and
in that 30 foot tree, a rot happened.

| am the sinner that bore children for him, he said he will cry for me and stay with me
but even he left me. My troubles do not seem to end. Who will | go and tell my troubles
to?

He left me and went years ago, |I've never experienced any joy because of him except
for the joy of birthing my children. He used to chase me around and beat me, break my
head and push me. For 8 years we didn't know where he went and died. | got married
at such a young age and he left me in such a state. | don’t know where he went, | don't
know how he died. | don’t know where he died like an orphan.

When my body is running away like dried wood, | have no one to look after me. You
were like a luscious mango tree, like a peacock that danced gracefully. Today the mango
tree has rotten away and the feathers of the peacock have all fallen. You were like
a luscious mango tree, like a cuckoo that sang gracefully. Today the mango tree has
rotten away and the cuckoo is nowhere to be found.

You were like a small tamarind tree, like a banyan tree that just grew roots, and look
what he did to you.

| don't know the family | was married off to, they left me in the town where | knew no
one and my parents died. | worked hard and suffered and toiled and came up. Yet, my
husband left me and so did my children. | brought my own brother’s daughter to marry
my son, even she refused to look after me. She avoids me and sleeps in her house. Did
they ever think about me, the sinners who gave birth to me? | am a sinner who has seen
nothing but suffering all my life. | was my mother’s favorite flower, she can’t even stand
dust falling on me, but today all these troubles have fallen over me.



Translation of the audio accompanying
the artwork Nanna Langa

Location: Terrace

Kannada to English

In my house, it is me, my parents and my sister- the four of us. My sister got married
after loving a guy and her life is settled now. | also found a guy in the place | worked,
fell in love and got married to him. He worked in the same place. After we loved, got
married, it was fine. His family didn’t take me in, my family took us in. They said, her
family doesn’t have anything, no background. In his house, it was him, his parents and
one brother- two sons. They thought she did like this to our son, cheated him and there
were lot of fights. So | stayed in my house. Did not go there. My father and mother only
took care. They got us a house and we were all fine. After one stage, he was fine, we
had a son and we were fine only. My son was not even one year, just six months when he
started drinking. He was a good guy, he was fine only.

He started drinking, | was like he was drinking, | would fight, come stay in my
mother’s house for 2-3 days, It was like this for some days, Okay, after that, he left
drinking and started doing other things. Means, drugs, ganja. In this time, that is only
more. In our area, it has become more, that problem. He would smoke ganja and act
like a psycho in the house. Gave me lot of torture. Like how means, he would smoke a
cigarette, which was normal only. Others should not know about his beating, so got
a speaker, a home theater, put it on full sound and beat me all night. So that nobody
could hear me screaming, like that he did a lot of torture. My son’s first year birthday
happened. After it got over, | was there for a week. He beat me a lot, till 4 in the
morning, like a psycho, did not let me sleep, gave me a lot of problems. He sat with a
knife next to me. If | moved here or there he would stab me. Holding my child, | sat for
one full night. He closed his eyes, | ran and came to my mother’s house. | escaped to my
mother’s house and told my father all this, there are all these problems. My father said,
dont go, stay here, let's see what he does. One week, two weeks he was fine.

Last two days, he came and spoke to my son. | wasn’t there. He spoke to my son
on the road. My son wouldn’t go because he would do a lot of things. We were fine by
ourselves. After 3-4 days, from our neighbor’s house, we live in a small small house, we
got a call from our neighbor’s house. Not a phone call, some people came. There is a
lot of smell, vaasane is coming. Come see what it is, We thought a rat would have died.
They said, no, the door is open only, some smell is coming, go and see, they said. It was
12 in the night, we got news like this. When we went, he wasn't there. After smoking
ganja, he hanged or... no hanged only, did someone else do it or he only did it, | don't
know. All that was done, went to the station. My son was only one year old, not more
than that. He finished his life and went, | have to be there for my son, so | will look at
my life, | thought. My father was very supporting to me. My father and my mother were
very supporting. My father only goes to job, me, just from one month | am going for a
job. He didn’t let me go anywhere. Because from before itself, he took care of me so
well. So there was one job here, so | went to that job. When | was on the job, | got a call
saying, your father died because of a heart attack, come. | didn't believe, | thought |
will see and come. They had put a tent in front of the house. | see, my appa is also not
there. In my life, nobody is there now. My son alone and my mother alone. | don’t have



anyone. | have to do something for my son, that is all. My husband | believed in also
went, | came to my parent’s house, | thought my father will be there, my appa also
went. | don't know what my life is, it is a comma, it is not continuing.

Tamil to English

[, when | was working with my husband, fell in love and got married. Life was nice only,
it was going well. At one stage, we got to know, | can’t have kids. It was a problem, so
we went to the hospital and got checked. Like this, we don’t have kids. In my maami’s
house, it has become a problem, they started speaking very badly, so we went to the
hospital and got checked. In the hospital, he has the problem. You don’t have anything,
you are normal only, they said. We came home and didn’t tell anyone. They will speak
badly about my husband, so we didn’t share it with anyone. This one, he would drink a
lot, would torture me a lot. For 4-5 years, he gave me a lot of problems. | only have the
problem, | only have the problem and would feel disgusted. After a while, my maami
also found he only has the problem, so they spoke to him and became silent.

A friend of my husband started speaking very carelessly. My husband would say
disgusting things, drink everyday, fight with me, he would hit me a lot. Then, bring his
friend home and drink here only, this is what was happening. His friends would come,
drink and go. Whatever they would ask for, for eating, drinking, | would give them. Then,
what would he do, he would come and ask, if he is there or not, he asked me to come, is
he not there? | would say, no brother, he is not there. My husband only had planned all
of this. He would come home. | don't know all this is happening. After a while, he would
only call come come and then call and say, wait | have some work and go. | thought he
would go and come, but one hour, two hours he didn't come. After that, no macha, | had
some work, come, he would say and take him with. Then, he started creating problems.
Will do like this, will do like that, a lot of problems started. He openly said, we don't
have children and we want kids. Only you, me and him will know what has happened.
We will only solve this. We want kids now, that is all. So | said, if we don’t have kids, we
can go to an orphanage and get a kid. But, he didn’t listen to me at all.

Okay, the problem became too big, he beat me, the matter went to the police station
and became a big problem, | came to my house and he went to his house. After he went,
he would call me, his friend, What ma, how are you ma, he would ask with care and

love, so | liked him. It’s okay, there is someone to care for me. We spoke and spoke, then
told our family and got married. Divorce, Panchayat everything happened, problems
happened. Divorce, it got over in village panchayat only, didn't go till divorce. After all
that got over, we got married and we have a kid now. He had taken the kid and gone
somewhere, he came back really drunk and started a problem again. He hit, he didn’t hit
that much, but would say disgusting things, bad things. | don't know what to do only.

Tamil to English

| had a love marriage. My husband is from a different caste, and | am from a different
caste. After getting married, we went to my maami, mother-in-law’s house. In their
house, because we didn’t give dowry or anything, my mother-in-law was a certain way,
that is, careless. After that, | became pregnant and first, | had a girl. After that, for some
days it was okay. Saying | had a baby, they were looking at me a little this way. Next, |
became pregnant again and had one more girl. My maami started speaking a certain
way, and started torturing me. My husband and she were fine, she started torturing him.



She doesn’t do work, she doesn’t do that, doesn’t wake up on time, doesn’t take care
of children, do these people need family? That’s why you should have married from our
caste, it would have been good. We told you then only, you did not listen. After that,
| thought we don’t want, two girls are enough, is what | thought. No no, if we have a
boy, it will be good. Again, | had one more delivery, it was also a girl. My maami started
torturing me again, in front of my husband only, saying, this is why | was telling you,
leave her, have another marriage. My maami brainwashed him a lot, he would drink,
have fights with me, scold me saying | don't take care of children.

Okay, what else to do? | have three girls, | have to look after them. | went to my
house, they also didn’t give me any rupaai, | have put the kids in government school
only. We have to see. After that, started torturing me too much, my maami. After that, |
don’t want, the kids are anyway in government school, we can take another house and
be there, | thought. Staying in another house, doing house work, I'm looking after the
kids.

Tamil to English

First, when | was in school, at a small age only, they got me married. My age was 12 or
1, not much, 12 only. They saw me at home, he is my relative only. Wedding was done,
after that, because | was of small age, they said stay at amma’s place, so | stayed. After
my 10th was done, thought of going to my husband’s place, they said, no, stay there for
a little longer, we will call you, now the family situation is not right, nothing is right for
you to stay also, we will build a house and then we will take you.

Later, when the house was getting built, they asked me for money. But they didn't
say it was dowry. They asked just like help, they are our relatives only. Okay, we also
gave them money, with a lot of difficulty in our house. They are building the house, our
girl is only going there, they thought and gave them money. After that, house was built,
it was finished. Then take her, 10th is over, we asked, they said, stay for longer, after
that we will call and take her, we have some problem, our girl is only staying at home,
we have some problems, after it clears we will only take her. After that, we waited for
two years. After waiting for two years also, they didn't come and call me. Then, | was
here only, Appa went there, asked them, fight happened, then it became a big problem.

They had built the house and gotten her girl married to a good place. We got to
know this, we came and we all fought, our family went to the village and we asked
everything. When we asked, they were like okay, give us six months, then we will call
and take her, they said. Their family side, our family side, we all listened. We decided
everything and we came back. After that, | thought, | shouldn’t simply sit in amma’s
house, so | started doing house work and saving little little money. That also, when
speaking on the phone, asked for it. After that, six months was over, when we asked
shall | come, they called us and spoke nicely, they didn’t tell us anything. Okay, we
will come, we will come, come and call her, take her, they said. We also believed them,
thinking they spoke nicely to us, that's what we thought. After that, 6-7 months
happened, we only went to the village and saw they had married him to someone else.
We gave them money no, for building the house, in that money, he got married and with
some other woman, living there. | am here in my mother’s house. They cheated us by
saying we will call you, asking for money from my mother’s house, saying we will build
the house, your girl will only come and stay there.



#Telugu to English

| had a love marriage. It has been 20 years since my marriage. When my first child

was born, my husband didn’t come home properly only. If he goes in the morning, he
will come at 3 in the night. My eldest child got fever. Fever came, there was no one to
look after, | have kept him there only, after that fits came. Fits came, | took him to the
hospital, admitted him, did everything and brought him back home.

My husband got to know. After he got to know, he didn’t say anything, he was silent. He
was drinking a lot then, would go in the morning and come back at night at 3. Me and
my children, if we eat once a day, it was more. There was nothing to eat at home, it was
very difficult. My son, again he got fever. There was nobody to look after him | thought
and admitted him to the hospital. My son, first, passed away. After he passed away,

| thought, | have two more children. My husband would still fight. Then also he would
fight after drinking a lot, beat me, scold me, do all these things. Then, | sent my children
to school, he would fight and take them to his sister’s house. If my kids go to school,
he would take them and go to her house. | said, | don't want my kids to be there, went
to the station, gave a complaint in the station, and brought my kids back. | got my kids
back, after a year, my husband came back. Then, if | went to work and gave him money,
his sister would tell, Why are you taking money from her? If you take money, you have
to be like she says. My husband would come and fight again. Then, fighting, fighting,

it became too much, it is still going on. Now my children are big, my son is going to
school. Still he is drinking, spending time in my house. For me, my husband will stop
drinking, take good care of me and my children, in that belief | am continuing.

#Tamil to English

In my home, they got me married. After the bride-seeing was done, | saw the boy, got
married and went, it was nice, we were happy, we had two kids. After that, he went
somewhere else. | got to know and | asked him, “ are you going somewhere else?”. No
no, he said, you are understanding me wrong, we have two little kids, | would not do
anything like that. He had a 16 year old girl. In their house, they got to know and called
me, your husband has a girl. | said, no. In the belief | had on my husband, | said. But
when | went to the station and saw, it was them. After that, he came and asked me

to come with him. | said, | don’t want a man with two women, | will not come. So my
husband said, | want you, | made a mistake, come with me. | was also like, okay and
went. Again, he did the same thing and problems happened. There was no peace. There
was nothing to eat, nothing to wear, there were two little kids. He would drink a lot. The
children were not home. The girl who was studying, because there was a problem, left
it and started working, the first girl. The second girl, who was studying, also said | don't
like studying, | will also do house work. | don't know from where, but he would drink a
lot and come home and create problems. The girl did not like it and said, ma what do
we do?, she asked me. So | told her, we have to take care of the kids. He was drinking
and thinking of the girl.

#Kannada to English

Since | was little, | have been doing house work. My family took a lot of trouble to
make me study, but | didn’t. Because | didn’t have interest, | did not study. My mother
tried really hard to make me study, but studies went over my head, that's why | didn’t
study. Then, there were a lot of troubles at home, so | thought | will help my mother



and help my family, so they joined me for work. When | was going there only, | got
introduced to him. We would talk going to and coming back from work and that’s how
we got introduced. Then, my age was very small. We got introduced, we were talking
and everybody in my family got to know. Everybody in his family also got to know and
there were some problems. Then, my parents scolded me, fought with me and told me
no. | didn't listen to them, said | want him only, and got married to him and came with
him. | left everybody in my home, my amma, appa and came, because | wanted him. In
the starting, nobody in my mother-in-law’s house welcomed me, they fought a lot. We
are a different caste, which is why there were some fights. Slowly, everybody became a
little normal. They took care of me in my mother-in-law’s house. | have three children-
two girls and a boy- three kids. After having kids, he started drinking a lot. Didn’t go

to work, even if he did go to work all week, would only give one thousand to home.

He would start drinking at early morning 4-5 only. Looking at all of this and that too
with three kids, | can’t take care of them, can’t send them to school. | took some help
from neighbors, and with their guidance sent my eldest daughter to the hostel. The
little girl and little boy are with me. | can’t take care of them also, because he drinks

so much. Even if he goes to work, he doesn’t look after the house. Both children are in
government school. Because there are so many problems at home, | only go to work. He
takes away that money from me, and doesn’t take care of the house also. | am still here
with all these problems.

Hindi to English

| got married when | was 17. For a few days after marriage, everything was fine. At my
house, it was my saas-mother-in-law, nanad-my sister-in-law, everyone was there.
There were four of us. My husband used to do auto driving. | got pregnant for the

first time and | had a girl. Then everyone in my sasural (in-law’s house), changed.

They started talking, saying | had a girl child first. Then, it was like this for some time.
But, | got pregnant again for the second time. It was again a girl. Then, my saas and
nanad started fighting with me. After that, my husband'’s addiction to alcohol became
too much. He was addicted to alcohol so much, he would beat me everyday. | would
tolerate the torture everyday. My saas and nanad would say things to my husband
which would force him to drink more. The eldest girl was 7 years old and the younger
one was 6 years old. When | got pregnant again, | had a boy. Because of his addiction,
he couldn’t stop drinking alcohol. He was addicted to alcohol so much, he couldn’t
control it. At my home, my saas and nanad had started to torture me a lot. My husband
would also drink everyday, hit me and my girls and do more things like this. One day, |
wasn’t there at home. | had gone out for work taking my eldest girl. My son was with my
mummy. When my youngest girl was there, my husband drank a lot and came home. My
saas and nanad said so many things to my husband, he called me and asked me where
| was. | told him | have come out for work. He started shouting saying when he came to
the place of my work, | was not there. | had gone out with the owner at my work. He got
drunk again, went home and my youngest girl, who was at home, he raped her. My girl
was in a very serious condition for three days and was hospitalized. My child could not
tolerate it, she was very small. In hospital, after three days, her death happened. Now,
I'm in trouble. He got punished, my husband is in jail. With my children, I'm leading my
life with a lot of difficulty.



#Urdu to English

| am 19 years old and I'm studying second year degree. When | was studying in 7th
class, my father passed away. Because of my father passing away, my mom, ammi

had a lot of problems taking care of me and my sisters. Because of that, my ammi got
married for the second time. When | came to 8th class from 7th class, my abbu, my step
dad and his son started behaving very badly with me. | was silent for many days, then

| couldn’t be silent. So | complained to my ammi that these people touch me and talk
to me in a very bad way, in a galeej way, when | go to sleep, they hold my hand and pull
me. My ammi said,” if | listen to you, it will become more difficult for me to take care

of my children, the guy | just got married to, will give me a divorce and leave me”. So |
was quiet and tolerated it. My abbu on some days, in a drunken state, he would pull me
in a bad way. Even then, | wouldn't say anything. If | complained to ammi, she would
immediately become silent and would tell me, “think of your sister and don't tell me
these things again”. Then | would think of my sister and would not tell these things.

When | went to 10th class, my step brother- my abbu’s son from his first wife, when
| was finishing school and coming out with my girlfriends, he pulled my dupatta. | told
him, “If you keep doing things like this, | will complain to ammi”. So he told me “go
complain, even | have abbu, | will tell him”. | was about to say something, he pulled my
dupatta and left. My girlfriends dropped me home and complained to my mother saying
"aunty, your elder son is pulling your daughter’s dupatta” Then my ammi scolded my
girlfriends and said “ you go and mind your work”. So | became silent.

| finished 10th class and | went to college for 1st PU, even then my step brother would
keep doing like this. | still tolerated. When | was studying Second PUC, | even made
some friends. With my girlfriends, even some boys had become my friends. Everytime
| spoke to them, my step brother had problems. He would say, “you are having an
illegitimate relationship with them, get married to me or else it will not be nice”. | told
him many times “ No, nahi, you cannot do like this, you are my brother”.

But he would not understand and day by day, his rudeness increased. One day, he
behaved in a very bad way with me on the terrace of my house. So | complained about
him to my ammi, “ Ammi, see, brother is behaving with me in a very dirty way”. On
that day, even ammi’s patience broke and complained to my step-father, “ this is too
much, this has gone more than what we can tolerate, you are doing very wrong, you are
playing with my girls’ honor. My step father, in a drunken state, slapped my mother. My
step brother was burning with revenge. My mother hit my father. He would come near
my college and fight with me saying, “ because of you, even my step mother is angry
with us”. So | said, “ That is what you deserve, if you are like this only, | will go to the
police and report you”. He was angry about this.

When | was coming with my friends, two girl friends and a boy, my step brother saw
them and got very angry. Another day, no, the same evening, when | went home, he
was very angry with me. He touched me in a very dirty way and told me, “ If | see you
with any boy from now on, | will burn you”. | didn't listen to him. One day, college time
was over and | was coming with my friends, my step brother burnt my face by throwing
acid on me. For six months, | locked myself in a room. After that, | couldn’t see my face
in the mirror. | started getting scared of myself. | saw a lot of difficulties,'tagleef’, and |
am suffering alone till now. | am studying second PUC and also doing a job. Looking at
myself, looking in the mirror, | get very scared. If | go out with this face, people will say
many things. | cover my face with cloth and go out. It becomes very difficult, when an
acid attack happens on a girl.
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